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Gaddafi regime since the beginning of the 21st century; Iran considers NATO military
intervention illegal and has consistently opposed any US intervention in the Middle East. After
the fall of the Gadhafi regime, Iran adopted a policy of non-intervention in Libya. After the
formation of opposing authorities in eastern and western Libya, Iran adopted a policy of
overall neutrality but slightly biased towards western forces in Libya. The reason why Iran
adopts the policy of non-intervention and relative neutrality is that after the fall of Gaddafii,
Libya’s political development did not follow the direction expected by Iran and that Libya is
not the key country of Iran’s diplomacy and that the external support of the east-west opposing
forces in Libya is evenly matched and has a complex relationship with Iran.
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113 The Evolution and Prospect of the Relations Between Iran and Afghan Taliban

Abstract In the context of complex political, religious, cultural and security interests,
the evolution of the relationship between Iran and the Taliban in Afghanistan has roughly gone
through three stages: The first stage was the period of full-scale confrontation (1996-2001) ,
when Iran refused to recognize the Taliban regime in Afghanistan for ideological and national
interest reasons, provided military support to its rival, the Northern Alliance, and played a
key role in the U.S operation to overthrow the Taliban regime in 2001 ; The second stage was
from “covert contact” to “measured support” (2002-2020), when Iran provided limited
support to the Afghan Taliban in response to the military presence of the US and its allies in
Afghanistan and to curb their influence; The third stage is the period of practical cooperation
('since the establishment of the new Taliban regime in 2021 ). Though Iran did not formally
recognize the Taliban regime, both sides have been engaged in practical cooperation in
various fields and bilateral relations showed good momentum. However, due to ideological
and political differences, the relation between Iran and the Taliban in Afghanistan is subject to
multiple uncertainties and will face a series of challenges in future development.
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137 From “Zero Problem” to Securitization: The Turkey’s Foreign Policy Toward
Syria since the 21st Century

Abstract Since 2002, the Turkish government has formulated a new foreign strategy
based on changes in domestic and foreign situations, formed a new diplomatic thinking of
strategic depth doctrine, and launched a “zero problem” good-neighborly foreign policy with
economic cooperation as the main axis, which temporarily resolved the Turkish cold and
peaceful relations between Syria. After 2011, in order to strengthen Turkey’s influence in the
Middle East, the Erdogan government chose a highly risky “regime change” policy towards
Syria, which turned Turkey-Syria relations into a state of full hostility. The double
deterioration of the security environment. Under such circumstances, after 2016, Turkey’s
policy toward Syria was adjusted to a “securitization” agenda, returning to the traditional
diplomatic strategy of safeguarding national security interests, but the security benefits did not
meet reasonable expectations, and its military intervention policy in Syria fell into a dilemma.
In general, Turkey’s aggressive diplomacy has brought its regional influence to a new height
through multiple diplomatic tools such as military interventionism, pan-Islamism, and cultural
soft power, but it has also caused a heavy social and economic burden. Relations have
become tense. Under the new situation of the current wave of reconciliation in the Middle
East, Turkey is pursuing détente diplomacy and implementing a “re-engagement” policy
towards Syria. Calling for the normalization of relations between Turkey and Syria has
become a new voice in Turkey’s domestic politics.
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