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A New Probe into the Origin of the Baloch Movement in

Pakistan from the Perspectwe of Tribal Soc1ety(1948 1967)
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The Baloch movement in Pakistan has its origin in the British
colonial period. It started to gain momentum after Pakistan
achieved independence and was in full swing during the reign of
Ayub Khan. In the second half of the 19th century, the British
colonial strategy in the northwest frontier of India profoundly
changed the basic form of Baloch tribal society and created soio-
political conditions from which the Baloch movement in Pakistan
emerged. After the partition of India and Pakistan, a small
number of traditional elites in Baloch society, whose interests
were jeopardized by the territorial integration of Pakistan,
launched an insurgency in the name of fighting for national
independence. However, since the Pakistani government had
followed the British Indian policy of conciliation, the vast majority
of tribes did not participate in it, and the impact of the insurgency
was limited. At the end of the 1950s, the modernization reform
promoted by the Pakistani government broke the “political tacit
understanding” of Baloch tribal society that had been maintained
for nearly a hundred years. The reform touched the fundamental
interests of the tribal elites and provoked Baloch tribes to unite in
resistance. To this day, the dark cloud of tribal confrontation
against the state has not dissipated, and the key to resolving this
historical issue will be a “symbiosis between the state and the

tribes. ”
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