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60 The Syrian Conflict and Its Prospects in the Context of US-Russia Competition
by  Yan Wei
[ Abstract] The competition between the United States and Russia has been a crucial
factor in the Syrian issue, and has to some extent determined the course of events in
Syria. The US-Russia competition can be roughly divided into three phases over different
issues: the fate of the Syrian regime, the war on terror, and Syrian reconstruction.
Russia’s forceful intervention in the Syrian issue prevented the US and other western
countries from duplicating the “Libyan model” in Syria. With the withdrawal of US
forces which upset the balance of power among related parties, things began to change in
Syria. The Syrian government began to have limited cooperation with the Kurds. Syrian
reconstruction began after the Turkish military intervention which shifted the focus to
northern Syria. The factors driving Russian and US interventions are different, however.
Since Syria is more of a regional issue for the US, it intends to use the issue to contain
Iran’s influence in the region and hit back at regional states unfriendly to the US and
at radical Islamic organizations such as ISIS. But for Russia it is not only an important
fulcrum to enhance its international status and force change in the international order,
but also an important opportunity to redefine international norms and to reestablish
Russia as a world power. This has led to US wavering on the Syrian issue. In the context
where Russia is gaining an upper hand, Syria’s security situation is basically controllable,
and there is now the positive sign of reaching a political settlement. However, given the
uncertainty resulting from US-Russia competition, the Syrian problem will likely persist
for a long time.
[Key Words] the Syrian issue, U.S. diplomacy, Russia diplomacy, the Middle East

situation, Turkey diplomacy

75 A Rhetorical Analysis of China’s Diplomatic Argumentative Strategies in
International Forums by  Fan Zucheng
[Abstract] International forums serve as diplomatic platforms where multiple parties
can resolve differences and achieve consensus by virtue of argumentation. Nevertheless,
sometimes it seems inevitable for the argumentative communication in these forums to be
reduced to the mere assertion of one’s own opinion and stance and the rejection of those
of the others given the commitment of the diplomatic arguers to their respective values
and ideologies. This is nothing but a deviation from the purpose of the international
forums. Rhetorically speaking, to avoid this deviation, the arguer should be able to tell
his audience from his opponent, stay focused on his argumentative goal which is to secure
the adherence of the audience rather than debunk the opinion of the opponent, and

argue from the premises accepted by the audience rather than from his own. There is no
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