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with the publicity crisis. In making its de—stigmatization moves, China should adhere to
the principles of compassion, just cause, efficacy, and proper restraint, and act in a way
befitting its role as a responsible great power and true to its humanistic character.

[Key Words] COVID—19 pandemic, stigma and stigmatization, Western public opinion

toward China, international publicity environment, coping strategy

Russia’s OPEC+ Policy: From Active Participation to Passive Response

by  Cao Fengyu
[Abstract] Russia’s participation in OPEC+ has been characterized by apparent policy
contradictions. During the process leading to the establishment of OPEC+, Russia
gradually gained the dominant position that allowed it to set the agenda through a
diplomatic win over Saudi Arabia. By directly intervening in Saudi Arabia’s conflict with
Iran, Russia removed the obstacles to OPEC+, and finally helped to turn OPEC+ into
a permanent mechanism. In this sense Russia was an important promoter of OPEC+.
Since OPEC+ was created, Russia has tried to evade the reduction commitments, and
had several conflicts with Saudi Arabia over the production quota. This was attributable
to the structural changes in the international oil supply system in the context of the “Shale
Revolution”, the limited transformation of the Russo—Saudi relationship characterized
by both competition and cooperation, and Russia’s changing interests. With the United
States joining the production reduction alliance and the emergence of a new balance
of power on the market, the external environment for Russia’s energy diplomacy has
improved in the short run. But in the long run, Russia’s inability to increase output
will be a major obstacle to its attempt to enhance its influence in the energy field. The
possible solutions will be for Russia to strengthen its political presence in the Middle East
and other oil producing regions, and use non—market means to increase its influence in
the energy market.
[Key Words] OPEC+, Russia, production cut agreement, energy diplomacy, Shale

Revolution
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