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Competition between Tribes and Nationalism: The French Coup
in Morocco in 1953 and the Rise and Fall of the Tribe of Glaoua

HAN Zhi-bin LIN You-tang
( Institute of Middle Eastern Studies Northwest University Xian Shaanxi 710069  China)

Abstract: Tribes is an indispensable perspective to understand the Middle East countries. There are three
approaches to the logical relationship between tribes and states in the Middle East: tribes supporting the
state tribes opposing the state and tribes controlling the state. In 1953  France launched a coup in Mo-—
rocco to abolish the Sultan Mohammad V. During this period the Glaoua tribe experienced ups and
downs. This coup reflects the competition of the tribes and nationalist forces in Morocco for the state power. It
is a typical case to explore the complex relationship between the tribes and the state in the Middle East. The
relationship between the tribe of Glaoua the representative of the traditional forces in Morocco and the
state shows a complex pattern: the tribe using the power of the state to rise the tribe fighting against the na—
tionalist forces attempting to control the state and finally the tribe is abandoned by the state. In the process
of tribes and nationalists competing for state power French colonists became the decisive factor and counter
balancing force. Due to the vulnerability of tribes to national identity the colonial regime divides and governs
the colonies by playing with tribe identity.
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