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The Educational Secularization Reform and Its Influence on

the Outbreak of Two Revolutions in Iran
MU Shi-hong JIANG Zhen
( Institute of Middle Eastern Studies Northwest University Xi’an 710127 China)

Abstract: Educational secularization is an important content of Iran’ s modernization movement investigating
the historical background of the Constitutional Revolution and the Islamic Revolution which has close relation—
ship with educational secularization reform. The educational secularization reform deprived Ulama of its educa—
tional monopoly making education an area of power that Ulama and the secular government had been fighting
over for a long time. As the by—-product of educational secularization reform modern intellectuals stand on the
opposite side of the government and became the backbone of the two revolutions. The new education which
secular government implemented is essentially an elite education in which upper class through monopolizing
the educational opportunities aim to expand social gap and the ordinary people fail to share the dividend of ed-
ucation reform. The educational secularization reform not only boosted the development and progress of Iranian
society but also triggered two far—reaching revolutions which showed its important status in the modern history
of Iran.

Key words: Iran; Ulama; education secularized reform; The Constitutional Revolution; The Islamic Revolu—

tion



