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Abstract

From Modernism to Islamism: An Analysis on the
Evolution of Mainstream Ideologies in the

Middle Eastern Islamic Society

Zan Tao

Abstract: In modern times facing the challenges of the supremacy of the
western civilization in the aspects of military and technology various policies and
ideologies including nationalism ( for example Ottomanism Turkism and Ara-
bism) secularism socialism and Islamism had played different roles in the his—
tory of 20th — century Middle East. By the third Middle East War of 1967  the ma—
instream ideologies in the Islamic society of the Middle East were nationalism and
socialism  which were secular in essence. The Arab countries experienced cata—
strophic defeat in the 1967 war and since then Islamism arose and had be-
come the mainstream ideology. Most people are moderates while some are radical
minorities in the spectrum of Islamism. Both of these two types of Islamists had
changed the political landscape of the Middle East. Both moderates and radicals are
similar in the aspects of being against the radical secularism reviving the Islamic
values and overthrowing the tyrannies. As mainstream ideology different types of
Islamism are dominating the political and social developments in the Middle East.

Keywords: Middle East; Modernization; Islamism; Ideology



