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9. Social Structure and Despotism of Ptolemaic

Dynasty in Ancient Egypt

Guo Zilin

Abstract: The social structure of the Ptolemaic Dynasty in ancient Egypt is
mainly reflected in the complex ethnic relations and the relatively fixed grade and
class relationships. As foreign rulers the kings of Ptolemaic dynasty used legal
and judicial methods to solve the contradiction between different ethnic groups and
individual members. Without breaking the relations between the grades and clas—
ses the kings allowed elites of different ethnic groups to have opportunities to enter
the ruling class through establishment of both internal and external relations of rul—
ing class as personal property which made these elites follow the leadership of
kings strictly and eased the conflicts of different ethnic groups. This is one of the
important reasons that guaranteed nearly 300 years of autocratic monarchy’s ruling
of Ptolemaic Dynasty in ancient Egypt.

Keywords: Ancient Egypt; Ptolemaic Dynasty; social structure; autocratic mon—

archy

10. Origin of Harmonious Culture in Ancient Egypt

Z hao Keren

Abstract: Harmonious culture is an important content of Egyptian civiliza—
tion. It includes not only the harmony between people and nature people and so—
ciety but also the harmony within human beings. Harmonious culture is an impor—
tant reason why the ancient civilization of Egypt could continue for more than 3
000 years of prosper. Harmonious culture was formed in the Nile influenced by
both natural and human factors. The natural factors were closely related to the en—

vironment of the Nile basin and oasis where ancient Egyptians lived their life. The
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human factors were mainly the institutional civilization originated from the irrigated
agriculture of ancient Egypt and the core of that civilization is the Egyptian reli—
gion.

Keywords: Ancient Egypt; Harmonious Culture; Origin

11. A Trial Analysis of Some Key Problems

in Studies of Civilization Exchange

of Central Asia

Huang Minxing

Abstract: The theory of Civilization Exchange put forward by Peng Shuzhi is
an important theory of historic studies. In the perspective of Civilization Exchange
the following problems are quite important for the studies of Central Asian history:
the influence of the geographical conditions and climate on the origin and develop—
ment of local civilization; the features and interaction of different civilizations in
Central Asia; the change of political civilization of Central Asia; the relations be—
tween and historical change of agricultural and nomadic civilizations in Central A—
sia; the interrelations between states national groups and cultures in Central Asia;
the basic pattern of civilization exchange between Central Asia and other areas o-—
riginating from its geographical location and development level; the influence of the
foreign conquests on the development of civilization in Central Asia; the leaping
development of Central Asian civilization; the role of wars in the civilization ex—
change in Central Asia; the routes of the civilization exchange in Central Asia and
their influence; the influence of repeated clashes between agricultural and nomadic
civilizations in Central Asia; the periodicity of history of Central Asia; and the
transition of Central Asia in the modern times.

Keywords: Central Asia; history; Civilization Exchange; problem



