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Study on “ Overall Map of the Yellow River
in Henan and Shandong Province’ Preserved in Taipei Palace Museum

Xi Huidong
(Institutef or Research on N orthwest History , N orthwest University, Xi' an, 710069)

Abstract: During the late years of the Kangxi Reign and years of the Yongzheng Reign, the flood-
ing center of the Yellow River transferred from Jiangnan Province to Henan Province, which made the
Watercourse Viceroys focus their governing center of the Yellow River on Henan Province. T he shifts
of the flooding center and the governing center of the Yellow River promoted the reform of the Water
course- governing institutions and made the separate administration of the Yellow River in Henan
Province and in Jiangnan Province, the H enan and Shandong Province during the Yongzheng Reign.
From the 2th to 8th year of Yongzheng Reign (1724— 1730), Ji Zengyun, who had occupied the Vice
Watercourse Viceroy and the Hedong Watercourse Viceroy successively, carried out the watercourse
governing strategies which took the channel digging and bend-cutting of the river as the main method.
Ji Zengyun had painted and submitted several different types of map of the Yellow River in Henan
Province, one of the maps exists and is preserved in the Rare Book and Document Department of the
Taipei Palace M useum, and that is the long-scrolled colorful silk “ Overall Map of the Yellow River in
H enan and Shandong Province”. The “Overall Map of the Yellow River in H enan and Shandong
Province”, painted in about the 6th year of Yongzheng Reign (1728), describes the situations of the
watercourse and hydraulic projects of the Yellow River in Henan Province from the 4th to 6th year of
Yongzheng Reign ( 1726— 1728), tells the history of the shifts of the flooding center and the gover-
ning center of the Yellow River, reform of the Watercourse-governing institutions, the watercourse
governing strategies of Ji Zengyun and the mapping system of the hydraulic maps in the Yongzheng
Reign, thus it takes irreplaceable place in the watercourse administrating history, the hydraulic histo-
ry and the cartographic history of China.

Key words: Overall Map of the Yellow River in Henan and Shandong Province; Ji Zengyun;

Watercourse Viceroy; Watercourse-governing Politics

(125 W)
The Local Perspective versus the National Perspective:
Two Approaches to Portray the Water System
of Jiangnan in Chinese Traditional Cartography
Ding Yi
(Center for Historical Geography Studies, Fudan University, Shanghai, 200433)

Abstract: To begin with the genealogical analysis of those maps called Kangnido, two opposite
cartographic approaches of rendering the river system in Yangtze Delta could be revealed. The first
one can be counted as “the national perspective”, with which the river system in Jiangnan is outlined
with distinguishedness from mainstreams and tributaries. The second one can be deemed as “the local
perspective”, with which the river system is pictured as a fully connected network and the lands as
segmented islands. The local perspective mainly expresses impressions about being surrounded by wa-
ter, meanw hile it still manages to convey useful hydrological information for the map-viewers. In the
end, as a result of the discussion ahead, a new angle into the history of Chinese cartography, namely
“the perspective of the history of knowledge”, is proposed.

Key words: Kangnido; the local perspectve; the national perspective





