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Iran Hostage Crisis: the Origin of U. S. Sanctions Against Iran

JIANG Zhen
( Institute of Middle Eastern Studies Northwest University Xi’ an  Shaanxi 710127  China)

Abstract: After the Iran hostage crisis Iran has changed from an ally of the United States to a country that “po—
ses an extraordinary threat to the national security economy and diplomacy of the United States”. This threat
concept became the primary legal basis for the hostage crisis sanctions against Iran  and it was also an important
theoretical basis for the systematic sanctions against Iran by the United States. Under the background of the Cold
War in order to put pressure on Iran to release hostages freezing assets and trade embargo became the main
policy of unilateral sanctions against Iran. In order to strengthen the effect of sanctions the United States asked
its European allies to implement the freeze order and after the rejection of the United Nations proposal the
U. S. still called for the implementation of international multilateral sanctions  which reflected the hegemonic log—
ic of American foreign policy during the Cold War to a certain extent. Although the sanctions during the hostage
crisis were canceled Iran’s threat to the United States did not end with the resolution of the hostage crisis. The
incident not only started the process of U. S. sanctions against Iran  but also shaped the future U. S. dran relations
to some extent. The struggle between sanctions and anti-sanctions has become an important feature of U. S. dran
relations in the past 40 years.
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