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Abstract  The Assyrians, who originated in the northern part of the Mesopotamia valley,
are mainly Nestorians and Chaldeans, making one of the largest Christian minority groups in
Iraq. At the beginning of the 20" century, the Assyrians, inspired by the “Principle of National
Self-determination” and nationalist thoughts, sought political independence and autonomy for
their ethnic community by uniting the ethnic group with a “ national” identity. After the
founding of Iraq, the Assyrians continued their quest for independence, cooperated with the
British colonial government, and refused to recognize their citizenship, thus giving rise to a
series of ethnic-national identity problems, such as ethnic identity and religious identity
challenging national identity, ethnic identity being subjected to state violence and national
assimilation, ethnic nationalist movements undermining and eroding national identity, Assyrian
identity to the Kurdish government conflicting with national identity, etc. In the post-Saddam
era, the Assyrian identity dilemma has become further complicated in the context of sectarian
fragmentation and national political instability, which will continue to test the effectiveness of

nation-state building and ethnic governance in Iraq.
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