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tween the two-kingship politics. In terms of theocracy, the Hebrew God will have
greater power to grant broader crowd; Egyptian Gods the powers granted to the
monarch; in Crown, Egyptian monarchy is more centralized than Hebrew monar-
chy; In the game between kingship and theocracy, Hebrew is contractual relation-
ship, and ancient Egypt basically is the relationship between adherences. Thus
Hebrew adopted a limited monarchy, while ancient Egypt formed a centralized
system. Many the complex factors forming different theocracy, mainly in the view
of history, civilization property difference, the difference of national characteris-
tics, natural and geographical factors.

Keywords: Hebrew; Ancient Egypt; Theocratic Politics; Kingship Politics

A Peaceful Rising Power: A Translation
and Commentary of EA9, 15 and 16

Yuan Zhihui

Abstract; The Amarna letters are diplomatic correspondences between Egypt
and the West Asian States, which represents inter-states relationship between the
West Asia and the North Africa at that time. When the political map of the Near
East was drawing in the Amarna era (16th century BC to 13th century BC), As-
syria, which had long been subject to Babylon and Mitanni, seized the opportuni-
ty to rise. Ashur-uballit I, the Assyrian King, sent an envoy to Egypt with a corre-
spondence (EA15), hoping to be recognized by Egypt. Assyria’s pursuit of inde-
pendence harmed the Babylon’s interests, Babylon protested against this and sent
the Egyptian Pharaoh a letter (EA 9), asking Egypt to reject the Assyrian re-
quest. In the game of the three countries, Egypt finally recognized the independent
status of Assyria, which can be seen clearly from the title “brother” of the two
kings in another letter (EA 16) . There is no doubt that Egypt’s recognition of As-
syrian independence has provided good external conditions for the rise of Assyri-
a. These three letters are of great historical value for the study of the political map

of the Near East and the growth and decline of great powers in the Amarna era.
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Keywords: Amarna Letters; Assyria; Egypt; Babylon

Review of Achivements and Characteristics
of Encyclopedias & Dictionaries
on Judaism

Liu Jingzhong, Liu Peng, Li Yingchun

Abstract; Since Jewish encyclopedias and dictionaries as authoritative refer-
ence books, are essential for the Jewish studies, this paper is to discusses the
main features of seven foreign and domestic ones. As for entry collections, Jewish
encyclopedias contain more entries and focus much on their times and cultural phe-
nomena, while those with fewer collections in specialized dictionaries prefer ab-
stract and theoretical notions. In content arrangement, both of them adopt cross-
references extending further reading, while encyclopedias usually offer separate in-
dex volumes as their outlines. In entry interpretations, encyclopedias emphasize
textual differentiations between historical literatures, while specialized dictionaries
prefer theoretical analyses, constantly resulting in view conflicts due to different
stances and goals in their compilations. Concerning writing logic, specialized dic-
tionaries are more logically organized if compared with encyclopedias, while do-
mestic encyclopedias and dictionaries are comparatively more concise and logically-
written and with more entries with Chinese background than their foreign counter-
parts. In brief, the afore-mentioned features reflect the inherent complexity within
the Jewish studies and especially the study of religion. Hence, a new version of
Chinese dictionary about Jewish religion highlighting its religiosity and Jewishness
will be indispensable for the promotions on this aspect and alike.

Keywords: Judaism; Jewish Study; Dictionary Compilation

269



	·古代政治文明史·�
	和平崛起的大国：阿马尔那第9、15、16号书信译注�


