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democracy as well from the macro-historical perspective in order to explore a ra—
tional road of sustainable development in the Middle East.
Keywords: Arab Upheaval, Middle East politics; authoritarian political

transformation; democratization

2. British Military Bases in Cyprus

Sun Degang

Abstract: Overseas Military bases are essential tools for the British to deter
potential enemies maintain regional balance and seek global hegemony. Since
the 1950s due to the relative decline of its national strength British government
had to close these bases in Iraq Libya Egypt the Persian Gulf Aden Yemen
and Southeast Asia but the bases in Cyprus have remained intact. The two bases
in Cyprus have witnessed the great vicissitudes of the Cold War US global war on
terrorism and the Arab Revolution respectively. On one hand in terms of politi—
cal conditions the British military bases in Cyprus are the crucial beachheads to
project British military power in the Mediterranean and the Middle East and they
serve as essential platforms for the British to safeguard their overseas interests and
deter regional threat. On the other hand in terms of legal conditions the two ba—
ses in Cyprus are the legacies of British colonial rule which are by nature hard ba—
ses based on a military base agreement concerned. The political and legal condi-
tions determine that the British military bases in Cyprus will exist in the foreseeable
future albeit they are confronted with challenges of base’s politicalization.

Keywords: Overseas Military Bases; British Middle East Strategy; Cyprus;

Mediterranean region



