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Review of Studies on Nanzhao’s History in Japan
Xi Huidong
( Research Institute for History of Northwest China, Northwest University, Xi'an, 710069)

Abstract ; The Nanzhao studies of Japanese academia began at the end of the 1940s,
and formed two research climax in the fifties to sixties of the twentieth century and in the
1990s to the present. From the research orientation of view, the Nanzhao studies of Japa-
nese academia can be grouped into three main research areas: in the perspective of ethnolo-
gy and historical linguistics, the first research orientation, represented by Makino Tatsumi,
Shiratori Yoshiro, was the ethnic history and the historical languages of Nanzhao, which
concentrated on investigating the Nanzhao population structure and languages of the various
ethnic groups and their relationship with the ethnic groups and their languages in modern
Dali area. Represented by Fujisawa Yoshimi, Hayashi Kenichiro, the second research ori-
entation was the political history and the institutional history of Nanzhao, which took the
foundation, political system, social class, metropole changes and foreign relations of
Nanzhao as its core content. The third research orientation, represented by Takeda Fumi-
ko, Imai Joen, was the religious history and art history of Nanzhao,which concentrated on
exploration of the Buddhism history of Buddhist art and relations of Buddhism and politic of
Nanzhao. Based on full exchange with Chinese and Western scholars, Japanese scholars
had achieved methodological significance on Nanzhao studies, but also there are inadequa-
cies and the studies of Nanzhao still have great academic potential.

Key words; Nanzhao study; Japan; Ethnology; Political History; hisoty of thought
and culture



