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Title: On the Ritual Function of Delphic ProXenia.........cccuvuveieieiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiieiinenens /3

Author: Chen Ke, Ph. D. Candidate, Institute for the History of Ancient Civilizations, Northeast Normal University,
Changchun, Jilin, 130024, China.

Abstract: Proxenia was an institution that serves the inter-polis relations in ancient Greece. Greek states issued
decrees to honor foreigners as their proxenoi. Among all the Greek states, Delphi, the Panhellenic sanctuary,
issued the largest number of decrees to grand positions of extant proxenia. The earliest proxenia decrees of
Delphi can be dated to the end of the fifth century BC., and by the third century BC., the number of this kind
of decrees reached its peak. Nevertheless, although Delphi adopted such a practice, the proxenia appointed by
Delphi was a ritual honor with little practical power, which is different from other states.

Key words: Delphi; proxenia; honorific decrees; ritual function

Title: The Duality of Polybius’ Standpoint as a Historian..........ccccoeviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinininninnie. /11

Author: Shi Xiaojing, Ph. D. Candidate, School of History and Culture, Northeast Normal University, Changchun, Jilin,
130024, China.

Abstract: The position of Greek historian Polybius in his historical writing is characterized by duality. On one side,
Polybius recognized the inevitability and the rationality of the Roman rule over the world that he knew. He
believed that the Romans were excellent enough in politics, military and other aspects, and the Greeks should
accept the rule of Rome. He began to make suggestions for the long-term perspectives of Roman Empire. On the
other side, Polybius maintained his love for the Achaean League and Greek culture. He sought to explore how
the Greeks under Roman rule could survive and develop better. As a historian, Polybius believed that a historian
should always respect and seek truth and objectivity. This position provides a possibility for Polybius to achieve
a delicate balance in handling his duality.

Key words: Polybius; position; duality; historian

Title: A Critical Discussion of the “Hellenistic Dynasty” Theory for the Parthian Empire..........c.cccccouveiiiiininnne. 17
Author: Long Pei, Ph. D. Candidate, Institute of Middle Eastern Studies, Northwest University, Xi’an, Shaanxi, 710127,
China.

Abstract: The Parthian dynasty is fundamentally different from the traditional "Hellenistic dynasty" in terms of its
origin, political and military structure, urban construction, official ideology, religious beliefs, and cultural
development trends, which has been fully confirmed by classical documents, unearthed coins, and other
physical historical materials. In fact, when dealing with the Parthian dynasty, foreign Hellenistic researchers
are more cautious. They are aware of the "heterogeneity" of the Parthian dynasty in the Hellenistic world and
its interruption to the political and cultural connection between the Greco-Bactrian/Indo-Greek kingdoms and
the Hellenistic world nearby the Eastern Mediterranean. Thus, they debar the Parthia from the "Hellenistic
dynasty". In fact, it was the rise of the Parthian dynasty that opened the prelude to the political, military, and
cultural revival of the Eastern nations in the Hellenistic era. Therefore, for countries such as the Parthian dynasty
established by eastern peoples, the "Hellenistic" research perspective is inevitably biased, and cannot objectively
and correctly reflect the cultural origin, non-Greek characteristics, and extraordinary development trends of the
Parthian Empire.

Key words: Parthian Empire; Hellenistic; Hellenistic Dynasties; the legitimacy of Macedonian tradition
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