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A Study of Map of the Yellow River (Huanghe tu) Painted in the Kangxi
Period of the Qing Dynasty and an Examination of Related History

Xi Huidong

ABSTRACT: The Library of the National Palace Museum in Taipei houses a horizontal color
scroll on silk, Map of the Yellow River (Huanghe tu), that bears no authorial name or date. Study
reveals that this was personally commissioned by the Kangxi Emperor and the actual drafting
entrusted in 1684-1687 to Zhou Qia and Li Hanxian recruited for the purpose by the Hedao
Zongdu (River and Waterways Governor) Jin Fu. Zhou Qia relied on field surveys of the Yellow
River as well as consulting all extant maps to prepare with Li Hanxian two maps of the Yellow
River. In the ninth lunar month of 1687 Jin Fu presented to the emperor one copy of the map
which was subsequently housed in the mapping room of the Zaoban Chu, and this copy is
now kept in the China Number One Historical Archive in Beijing. The second map was kept in
the Maps Department of the Beiping Library during the Republican period and is now in the
Manuscripts Section of the Palace Museum Library in Taipei. Zhou Qia’s bird’s-eye painting
style used in this map depicts the important hydraulic projects repaired and constructed during
the period when Jin Fu managed and supervised the Yellow River and Grand Canal, as well as
the major natural and cultural features along the lower Yellow River and its tributaries, having
great historical value reflecting the Qing Dynasty’s mapping system. This map is only one of a
few bird’s eye hydraulic maps, and is one of the finest representative examples of maps of the
Yellow River in the early-mid Kangxi period, as well as occupying an important position in the
history of Chinese maps and Chinese art.

KEY WORDS: Map of the Yellow River (Huanghe tu); Imperial Household Office Mapping Room;
National Palace Museum in Taipei; Kangxi; Jin Fu; Zhou Qia.
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