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lost its former glory. In the 1840s, the emergence of a new type of bright tobacco made the southern
tobacco economy enter into prosperity again. At the end of the 19" century, the environmental
problems caused by the bright tobacco reached the peak, and the bright tobacco economy went down.
The history of crop cultivation in the southern United States was composed of many roles, such as
market, technology, plantation system, crops, land, insects, etc. The comprehensive role of human
culture and natural ecology has promoted the rise and fall of tobacco and cotton planting. On the one
hand, tobacco and cotton planting has promoted the economic development of the southern United
States; on the other hand, it has also caused ecological hazards, such as soil depletion and soil
erosion. These environmental problems in turn weakened the foundation of sustainable development in

the southern United States, ultimately leading to poverty in this area.

Zhang Peng, Thomas Jefferson’s Experiment on Plant Introduction and Its Effect on the
American Agriculture

In order to enhance the national strength, many European powers began to introduce exotic high-
value plants on a large scale from all over the world in the 18" century, which gradually formed a
global plant flow network that was dominated by those European powers. In the early period after the
foundation of the United States, under the influence of the idea of the scientific pragmatism, Thomas
Jefferson sought to introduce and promote foreign high-value edible plants, medicinal plants and
economic plants by mastering cutting-edge botanical knowledge, establishing experimental gardens and
actively participating in that global plant flow network. Eventually, he intended to achieve the purpose
of improving the American agricultural operation mode and enhancing food self-sufficiency. Although
most exotic high-value plants which were introduced by Jefferson ended in failure, some of them were
successfully introduced and promoted, which to some extent improved the diversification of early
American agriculture and enriched family and agricultural production. In addition, Jefferson’s advocacy
of introducing exotic plants not only encouraged the establishment of many experimental farms, but also
left an important legacy for the continued development of the American agriculture. Until the present,
the effect of exotic high-value plants has continued on improving the American agriculture. In essence,
the experiment of plant introduction was an attempt of Jefferson applying practical botany to advance the

American agriculture, which reflected the influence of the Enlightenment science on Jefferson.

Zhang Hongyu, The Changes and Ecological Effects of the Whaling Labour Force in Modern
American History
The labour force of the whaling industry in the North American colonies during the early period

were mostly farmers who were from the areas with abundant whale resources. They participated in



whaling as a part-time job. In consequence, whaling activities brought them great wealth and
improved their social status. With the prosperity of the European and American markets, the scale of
the American whaling industry expanded and the demand for labour increased rapidly. The white
youth in the American countryside, the black people in the American South, the Portuguese Azores
and Cape Verdeans became main labour forces in the whaling industry. Meanwhile , the labour force
of the whaling industry was gradually differentiated into three classes, including whaling merchants,
whaling operators, and whalers. Whaling merchants used whaling operators to exploit whalers,
leading to the phenomenon of alienated labour. More specifically, whalers were alienated from whale
products and they lost control of whale products from the ideological level to the practical level.
Whalers were alienated from whaling activities and they became whaling tools and lost passion for
whaling activities. The relationship between whalers and whaling merchants was alienated, which
changed from a cooperative relationship to an unequal exploitative one. However, the alienation of
whalers increased further damage to the whale resources. Firstly, alienated labour decreased the
resistance of whaling activities from the cognitive level. Secondly, alienated labour increased the
proportion of whaling novices, which led to a substantial increase in the number of whale deaths
because of the lack of technology. Finally, alienated labour intensified the antagonistic relationship
between whalers and whales, leading to the increase of whalers’ intensity of hunting. The ecological
crisis caused by the American whaling industry was an endogenous erisis deriving from the course of

capital growth.

Shen Qi, Water Right Conflicts, River Administration and Parliamentary Politics in Later
Medieval England

With the socio-economic changes and the rise of common law, conflicts over the navigation right
and the riparian right intensified in later medieval England, with mill weirs and fish weirs becoming
major obstacles to river navigation. The destruction of river navigation was considered as a public
nuisance that undermined the ‘ peace of the king’. Two main approaches were applied to the river
administration, including the issue of writs and litigation at common law, and petitions to the King or
Parliament by individuals or communities with impaired rights. In terms of the practical effect, the
problem of blocked rivers has not been completely solved, but it is indisputable that it has tended to
abate. From the perspective of parliamentary politics, the river petitions increased the judicial power of
the Parliament, the transformation of private petitions into common petitions witnessed the growth of the
House of Commons, the increase of acts expanded the legislative power of the Parliament, and river
legislation reflected the rule of law and procedural features of the parliamentary administration.

Through the processes of petition, inquiry and legislation, river administration in later medieval



