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The Jewish Factor in the Morocco’ s Contact Policy

Towards Israel

Zhang Yuyou

Abstract; As the main political agenda of multi — ethnic countries, ethnic
minority factor is one of the domestic roots of foreign policy making. Historically,
Jews were one of the main ethnic groups in Morocco. As a minority in Morocco, the
Jews have historically established close relations with the local society, and the
“Dhimma” status has laid the foundation for the Jewish community’ s participation of
Moroccan foreign policy. Since Moroccan independence in 1956, Morocco’ s policy
toward Israel has experienced four stages: limited contacts, normalized contacts,
secret contacts, and diplomatic relations, each of which is the result of the dynamic
interaction between the Royal family and the Jewish community. The Jewish
community lobbied the Royal family through Jewish elites, the United States and
nongovernmental organizations so as to change Morocco’ s foreign policy toward Israel. The
Moroccan King received Israeli strategic resource assistance via the Jewish community
while balancing the risks and benefits. As one of the world’ s largest cross — border
communities, Jews will play an important role in future Arab — Israeli relations.

Key words: Morocco — Israel relations; contact policy; minority group;

Moroccan Jews; Palestine — Israel conflict
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