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Abstract

1. Transition of Arab Upheavals and
Authoritarian Politics in Middle East

—Studies and Thoughts to Issues of Arab Upheavals

from Long-term Historical Perspectives

Wang Ta

Abstract: Arab upheavals is an outbreak because of long-term accumulations
of political economic social and other multiple contradictions and an inevitable
reflections of essential shortcomings of the new liberalist model pursued by Middle
Eastern countries under the backdrop of international political and economic struc—
tural adjustment. The upheaval is both a reflection of occasional characteristics of
spontaneity in organization new media importance of youth and diversity and
long-term arduous characteristics of the transformation process of authoritarianism
in Middle East countries. Considering the nature of upheaval and the history of the
Middle East political transformation the upheaval should be regarded as an Arab
democratic revolution. In addition it has geopolitical significance and impact in
terms of the spillover effect due to number of problems derived from the upheaval
such as the stability of the Arab monarchic ruling adaptability of “Turkey Model”
to Arab political transformation and the adjustment of American Middle East strate—
gy. As for the chaotic results from Arab upheavals and their future prospects peo—
ple must consider multiple factors of Arab political transformation in depth which
includes history religious culture and reality; and evaluate such relations as

those between state and society military and politics and people’s livelihood and
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democracy as well from the macro-historical perspective in order to explore a ra—
tional road of sustainable development in the Middle East.
Keywords: Arab Upheaval, Middle East politics; authoritarian political

transformation; democratization

2. British Military Bases in Cyprus

Sun Degang

Abstract: Overseas Military bases are essential tools for the British to deter
potential enemies maintain regional balance and seek global hegemony. Since
the 1950s due to the relative decline of its national strength British government
had to close these bases in Iraq Libya Egypt the Persian Gulf Aden Yemen
and Southeast Asia but the bases in Cyprus have remained intact. The two bases
in Cyprus have witnessed the great vicissitudes of the Cold War US global war on
terrorism and the Arab Revolution respectively. On one hand in terms of politi—
cal conditions the British military bases in Cyprus are the crucial beachheads to
project British military power in the Mediterranean and the Middle East and they
serve as essential platforms for the British to safeguard their overseas interests and
deter regional threat. On the other hand in terms of legal conditions the two ba—
ses in Cyprus are the legacies of British colonial rule which are by nature hard ba—
ses based on a military base agreement concerned. The political and legal condi-
tions determine that the British military bases in Cyprus will exist in the foreseeable
future albeit they are confronted with challenges of base’s politicalization.

Keywords: Overseas Military Bases; British Middle East Strategy; Cyprus;

Mediterranean region



