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Abstract |

Transforming Dualities: Tribe and State

Formation in Saudi Arabia

Joseph Kostiner translated by Yin Jin

Abstract: Joseph Kostiner an associate professor at the Tel Aviv University
in Israel focuses on the history of the Middle East with particular attention to Sa—
udi Arabia and Yemen. He points out in the following essay that the different sta—
ges of the formation of the state of Saudi Arabia are influenced by tribal values.
The Saudi chieftaincy underwent two dialectical phases of state formation each
composed of a drastic period of change followed by a period of adjustment. One pe—
riod of drastic change began in the late 1910s and continued into 1920s. It fea—
tured territorial expansion and incorporation of new populations. The state has ini—
tially established new systems and bureaucratic systems to restrict tribal power.
However tribal patterns of behavior and tribal values are still prevalent in the Sau—
di polity and the social structure has not changed. During this period the state
system and tribal system exist in parallel. Another period of drastic change in the
late 1960s and the 1970s was notable mostly for an infrastructure buildup and the
improvement and entrenchment of the administration in society. Saudi Arabia re—
constructs its polity creating a new model of tribal-state interaction. The changing
functions of both tribal power and values are the keys to understanding Saudi state
formation.

Keywords: State Formation Tribal Values Centralization

Review on the Study of Arab Shias

Li Fuquan

Abstract: Foreign Arab Shiite study began in the 80% of last century and in

recent years works continue to emerge. The study shows obvious national differ—

235



236

\ 2016 2 4 )

ence concentrating on Lebanon Iraq Saudi Arabia Bahrain and Kuwait. The
Lebanese Shiite study is the most thorough and comprehensive Iraqi Shi‘as are
studied more and become a hot spot since 2003  Saudi Shia study is the third
Bahrain and Kuwait Shias are the least studied. Foreign Arab Shiite study mainly
has three characteristics: the subjective position and ideology is the key influence
factor; study on political angle is in the dominant position; reading literature and
interview survey are the two major sources of information and the latter is highly
valued.

Keywords: Arab Shias Iran



