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Abstract  According to the relationship theory of nation-building it is easier to build a
state if the state can provide public goods. Tribal issues in state-building in modern Somalia
have made tribes and the state compete for social power resulting in a social structure in which
a “strong society” competes with a “weak state” and the absence of a state institution that can
provide public goods. In the pre-colonial period the Somali tribal society was based on a
branchineage system which was the historical context in which the Somali tribal issues came
into being. Although the colonial government the Somali Republic and the Somali Democratic
Socialist Republic have all taken measures to solve tribal issues in the process of their state—
building none of them has worked. The reason is that tribal politics based on patrilineal
consanguinity has been in existence in Somalia for a long time which has made it difficult to
conduct effective political dialogs among tribes. Each sub-tribal group takes its own patrilineal
inheritance as the main criterion for judgment which leads to the competition and game between
tribes and the state and the failure to form a unified political discourse. Somalia cannot form an
effective union entity let alone building an authoritarian central system that a modern state
requires. To complete the historic task of nation-building Somali tribes should look for
opportunities from their internal organizational structure and carry out internal reform. Only in
this way can Somalia break down the barriers between traditions and a modern state and find a

new approach to build a unified modern nation-state.
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