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Motives, Behaviors and Dilemmas of Iranian
Diplomatic Transition in the Period of
Rafsanjani: Based on Critical
Geopolitical Theory

Chen Xiaoqian

Abstract; Based on the critical geopolitical theory, the Iranian diplomacy
turned from radical to pragmatic in the period of Rafsanjani. The reason are as fol-
lows that: geopolitical culture turned from the reestablish Ummahto the nation-
state; the urgent need to obtain political and economic interests; the effected by
relaxation of international situation and regional changes so as to the foreign poli-
cies had gradually becoming moderate and pragmatic. During this period, Iranian
pragmatic diplomacy behaviors include that smoothed tensions between Middle East
countries in regional level, conducted the strategic tentative foreign practice in
cross-regional level, reinforced the cooperative relationship with Russia, Central
Asia and other countries in pan-reginal level. Therefore, Iranian foreign relation-
ships gradually broke away from the isolated situation and advanced the progress of
economy rebuilding, moderate and pragmatic political forces who to been grown in
the meantime. The pragmatism diplomacy policies and behaviors were suppressed
by religious political function, however, additionally the thin trust with other geo-
political actors, the surplus of security to stimulate the tension of geopolitical situ-
ations and the containment policy from US which were brought about the difficulties
of Iranian diplomacy transition. In general, Iranian diplomacy transition in the pe-
riod of Rafsanjani to bore the historical missions and has positive enlightenment to
the Iranian diplomacy in today, such as only to take advantage of the geopolitical
advantages and eliminate the religion function in diplomacy can be obtain more ge-
opolitical interests.

Keywords: Critical Geopolitical; Rafsanjani; Iranian; Diplomacy Transi-

tion



	·中东国际关系与外交·�
	拉夫桑贾尼时期伊朗外交转向的动因、行为与困境：基于批判性地缘政治理论的考察�


