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An Analysis on the Historical Evolution and Its
Influencing Factors of the ldea of
Sovereignty in Arab States

Chen Lirong

Abstract;: The concept of “sovereignty” was formed in the process of the
establishment and consolidation of European nation-states and spread to Arab
world with European colonial expansion. Under the frame of “one nation and a
company of states” designedly made by colonist, Arab “subnational states” ,
who have long failed to form a common understanding of sovereignty and its
practice, had come up with a few rivaling sovereignty ideas. The “dynasty sov-
ereignty” raised by Hashim family and “ nation sovereignty” advocated by
Nasser were the most significant. After a long debates and practices, Westpha-
lia sovereignty became the organizational rule among Arab states. Since Arab
Upheaval, there is a new change on the view of sovereignty in Arab states,
namely, the “human rights” promoted by the west for a long time is partially
adopted by them. The primary cause for the different explanation of sovereignty
attributes to the special historical background of Arab state’s formation. And the
main driving force pushing the evolution of the view of sovereignty is the change
of power, while the new idea of sovereignty proposed by west countries such as
“human rights above sovereignty” and “responsibility to protect” is an impor-
tant factor for the new change of Arab views.
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