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relationships with neighboring states. By contrast, the Arabian tribes have always
followed the principle of egalitarianism. While it is hard for them to build confed-
erations, they are able to maintain their autonomy against empires, states, and
other tribes. Their relationships with regional states are symbiotic. The dynamic of
tribe-state relations depends largely on what type of tribe and what type of state.
Key words: Egalitarian tribes; Hierarchical tribes; Great empires; Regional

states

Modern Waqf of Saudi Arabia
with Medina as a Case

Ma Yuxiu

Abstract: The forms of Islamic charity are diverse, and their names are dif-
ferent. Wagqf occupies an important position in a variety of forms of charity. It is
not a religious obligation, but a philanthropic act, based on the Hadith, which Al-
lah likes and Prophet advocated and practiced. Wagf is popular in the Islamic
world, and it has played an important role in the history of Islamic social develop-
ment. As the most persistent charity in Islamic history, waqf widely existed in Ar-
ab and Islamic countries. The Holy Cities of Saudi Arabia have accumulated a
huge number of wagf from the Ottoman Empire to contemporary Saudi Arabia.
While wagqf plays significant and positive role, there are also a series of drawbacks
and shortcomings in need of reform.

Key words: Saudi Arabia; modern; waqf

The Formation of the Iranian Middle Class
and the Constitutional Revolution

Zhang Chao

Abstract: Bazaar merchants, Ulama and handicrafismen altogether constitu-
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ted middle class of Iran urban society. Although their number remained not heavy,
they were organized very well. Traditional middle class and the modern one gradu-
ally take shape with the invasion and the economic penetration from the West. The
two types of middle classes both required reform and independence and finally they
launched revolution to establish parliamentary democracy. But the new constitu-
tional government could not deal well for either internal or foreign affairs and tradi-
tional forces resisted new system. Because of the foreign intervention, Iranian con-
stitutional revolution failed finally, but the fundamental political architecture of the
middle class had great influence on futuristic political process.

Key words: Iran, middle class, constitutional revolution, political transition

The Economic Policies of Turkey’s
AKP Government

Zhu Chuanzhong

Abstract: Since 2002, the economic policies carried by Turkey’s AKP gov-
ernment have been different from the previous governments. From the perspective
of policy areas, AKP Government’s policies included macroeconomic policies, pol-
icies on economic sectors and privatization policies. Finally Turkey’s economy re-
covered from the crisis, despite the difficult structural problems. However from
2012 on, Turkey’s economy fell into once again the cycle of growth and stagnation,
and the ruling AKP government faced great challenges as well.

Key words: Turkey; AKP; Economic Policies

The Swedish Gendarmerie in Anglo-Iranian
Relations, 1910 -1914

Chen Li-Qjao

Abstract; In the early twentieth century, Britain and Iran both faced new at-



