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changes in Australia’s foreign policy, especially the frequent Sino-Australian tensions in
recent years. First, after three waves of retrospection of U.S.-China relations, Australia
has returned to the traditional approach of “allying with great powers.” This is because
Australia depends on the U.S. for security. President Trump’s “America First”
policy exacerbated the divergence of interests between the U.S. and its allies, while
forcing them to make more commitments in exchange for U.S. security guarantee.
Second, though the most important trading partner for Australia, China has not been
able to translate its economic clout into political influence. Finally, while Australia’s
dependence on its alliance with the U.S. won’t change fundamentally in the short run,
the once special relations between the two countries are no longer special. Australia
has begun to strengthen its autonomy in national defense. However, to develop a truly
independent foreign policy, Australia should refrain from making policies based on
ideology or historical sentiment, reduce its security and strategic dependence on the U.S.,
and distance itself from America’s full-blown drive to contain China.

[Key Words] Australia, binary dilemma, retrospection, U.S.-China strategic competition

117 The Dilemma of Afghan State Rebuilding: An Inter-ethnic Politics Perspective

by  Yan Wei
[ Abstract] The structural factor that is key to the reconstruction of the Afghan state
is how to build stable inter-ethnic relations in a multi-ethnic society. Afghanistan’s
traditional ethnic hierarchy dominated by the Pashtuns has strengthened both ethnic
identity and ethnic estrangement. After the outbreak of the conflict, ethnicity became
the fault line of conflicts, which eventually triggered civil wars between ethnic groups,
causing the decline of the Pashtuns. Since 2001, Afghanistan has had to deal with the
challenge of rebuilding inter-ethnic relations, which has also become a prerequisite for
nation rebuilding. The Afghan approach has been to transcend inter-ethnic politics by
introducing the Western democratic system, and recognize the equality of ethnic groups.
But it turns out that ethnicity has become the most important basis of political identity.
Political elections, political parties, and political factions are all based on ethnic groups.
This enabled the Pashtuns to rise again because of their share of the population, and

to construct a fragile, Pashtun-dominated inter-ethnic balance of power. The current
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peace process, which is affected by the reconstruction of inter-ethnic relations, will
have an impact on the fragile inter-ethnic balance of power. At the same time, social
reconciliation also depends on the psychological reconciliation of different ethnic groups
and the cooperation of external forces. Given the conclusion of the U.S.-Taliban Peace
Deal, the Afghan reconciliation process will be undermined by inter-ethnic politics, and
result in continued confrontation between the government and the Taliban, possibly
exacerbating the conflict. But Afghan ethnic identity is characterized by instrumental
rationality and can be possibly transcended.

[Key Words] Afghanistan, inter-ethnic politics, state reconstruction, political

reconciliation, Pashtun

135 Post-truth and Right-Wing Populist Mobilization in American Politics

by  Xie Chao
[Abstract] Even though populist mobilization is fraught with misinformation and
lies, certain segments of the public are bound to fall for it although their interests
will nonetheless be hurt. This is related to the post-truth situation caused by populist
mobilization. The post-truth situation means that objective facts are less influential
in shaping public opinion than appeals to emotions and personal beliefs. Populist
mobilization aims to generate polarized public opinion, leading to a post-truth situation
that is solidified by moral judgment. Thanks to the post-truth situation in the U.S. due
to right-wing populist mobilization, the Trump administration was strong in mobilizing
the public but weak on governance. However, his governance failures did not reduce
support among his constituents. He was able to take advantage of his COVID-19
discursive strategies to create new fissures and divisions, further consolidating the post-
truth situation in U.S. party politics. Taking their cues from Trump, the Democrats
also adopted a similar mobilization strategy in the 2020 general election, opening a new
chapter of competitive populist mobilization in American politics.
[Key Words] post-truth, public mobilization, right-wing populism, COVID-19, the

Biden administration
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