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Studies on Maps and Interpretations of the Yellow River in Jiangnan Province
by Gao Bin and First South Inspection tour of Emperor Qianlong
Xi Huidong
(Research Institute for History of Northwest China, Northwest University , Xi’an, 710069)

Abstract: The reform of the Watercourse— governing institutions in the Yongzheng Reign promo-
ted the transformation of the contents and mapping mechanism of the hydraulic maps. Zhang Penghe’
s hydraulic atlas in the Kangxi Reign also promoted the appearance of hydraulic atlas on the Yellow
River, the Grand Canal, the Hongze Lake and the Huai River of the Jiangnan Province during the
Qianlong Reign. Several hydraulic atlases preserved in China and abroad were all painted in the 15th
year of Qianlong Reign (1750) before the first inspection tour to the South of Emperor Qianlong by
the Jiangnan Watercourse Viceroy Gao Bin. The Maps and Interpretations of the Yellow River in
Jiangnan Province was not only the tools for Gao bin to state his Watercourse governance opinions and
achievements ,but also the important base for Emperor Qianlong to make the inspection tour and find
out the hydraulic situations. The painting and operation of Maps and Interpretations of the Yellow
River in Jiangnan Province by Gao Bin made the pattern of inspection tour to the South of Emperor
Qianlong, so it takes an important position in history of watercourse governance politics and inspec-
tion tour to the South of Emperor Qianlong.

Key words: Maps and Interpretations of the Yellow River in Jiangnan Province; Gao Bin; Inspec-
tion tour to the South of Emperor Qianlong; Watercourse governance politics
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