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Tribal Issues and Their Influence in the State—building of Jordan

Han Zhibin Xue Yifan

Abstract: The State—building of Jordan has its own uniqueness, and it has experienced the endogenous state—build-
ing—the cooperation between the tribes and the Faysal ’s national government, the external state—building—the political wres-
tling of the tribes and the British mandate, and the state—building under the competition and cooperation of internal and ex-
ternal forces—cooperation and competition between Britain and the Arab tribal elites headed by Abdullah. During the course
of state—building, the tribes have always played an important role. Tribes are not only glutinous reagents for the consolida-
tion of Jordan’s state—building, but also new forces for dissolving Jordan’ s state—building. The key lies in the way and the
degree of logical interaction between the Jordanian state and the tribes. Because the Jordanian tribes are numerous and diffi-
cult to control, tribal conflicts continue all the time, and the social structure is complex. How to integrate tribal power, recon-
cile tribal interests, promote tribal acceptance and self—identity of the country has become an insurmountable problem in Jor-
dan’ s state—building. Whenever Jordan’ s political situation is unbalanced, it is necessary to rely on the political forces
headed by tribal leaders to stabilize. These tribal leaders closely linked their family wealth to the Hashemites, which is relat-
ed to the smooth development of Jordan and the efforts of the country’s prosperity. In other words, the Jordanian tribes and
the state gradually form a logical relationship of symbiosis and mutual support, and continue to shape the state—building of
Jordan.

Key words: State—building; Jordan; Tribe; The Hashemites
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