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The Rise and Fall of the Iraqi Ba’ th Party and
Its Realistic Impact

Han Zhibin & Xue Yifan

Abstract: From the perspective of the theory of civilization exchanges, the
emergence of Ba’ th socialism and the formation of the Iraqi Ba’ th Party are a new
trend of thought and a practical result of exchange between Western socialist ideology
and traditional Arab civilization. The Ba’ th Party emerged in Iraq and ruled for 35
years. There are four reasons. The first is the inspiration from the first ruling
experience of the Iraqi Ba’th Party; the second is to expand the ruling foundation
and construct a “charming domination” ; the third is to promote oil nationalization to
achieve economic independence; the fourth is to use petrodollar to strengthen the
control of the country. There are also four reasons for the decline and downfall of the
Iraqi Ba’th Party: First, the blind launching of the Iran — Iraq War weakened the
foundation of the Ba’ th Party’ s governance; Second, the setbacks in the Gulf War
exacerbated the decline of the Ba’ th Party; Third, the lack of institutionalized
power crippled the ruling foundation of Iraqi Ba’ th Party; Fourth, there is a
mismatch between the theory of Ba’th socialism and the practice of Iraq. The fall of
the Iraqi Ba’ th Party has had a great impact on Iraq itself and the situation both
inside and outside the region. As a concept, the images of the Ba’ th Party in real
life are living people and countries with borders. Although Arab nationalism of its
Arab national unification has become impractical, the imagination of the people will
always be printed in the minds of Arabia, which will also deeply regulate the
trajectory and direction of the development of nationalism in the Middle East.

Key words: Iraq; Ba’th Party; Saddam; Ba’th Socialism
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