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Energy Drives Politics: Competitions over the Gas Resource

in Eastern Mediterranean

Wang Jin

Abstract; The game — playing of the exploration of gas resource in Eastern
Mediterranean not only facilitates the regional energy cooperation, but also
influences the ties between regional states. On the one hand, gas development in the
East Mediterranean encourages the energy and political cooperation between Israel,
Cyprus, and Greece, while on the other hand, it highlights the importance of
Cyprus issue, and further isolates Turkey and northern Cyprus, while the roles of
EU and U. S. also become salient. Driven by the energy cooperation, the political
ties between Cyprus, Israel and Greece would be more close, while the isolation
status of Turkey and Northern Cyprus would continue. Given the fact that the
stalemate between Israel, Cyprus, Greece, Turkey and Northern Cyprus might
continue, the geopoltical competition in the region will continue for a long time.

Key Words: Natural Gas Development; The East Mediterranean; Cyprus;

Israel; Turkey; Greece; Eastern Mediterranean Gas Forum

(REHHE. i FER. EHE)

(D Charles Ellinas, “High Ideals but Lacking in Practicalities”, Cyprus Mail, August 4, 2019,
https: //cyprus — mail. com/2019/08/04/high — ideals — but — lacking — in — practicalities, 2020 —02 -24.

<41 -



