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Competition from Base to Oil
——American Aid Diplomacy to the Idris Dynasty in Libya and its Influence (1951 —1972)
HAN Zhibin  XIE Yuke
(Institute of Middle East Studies,Northwest University,Xi’ an 710069 , China)

Abstract:the U. S. aid diplomacy to the Idris Dynasty of Libya occupies an important position in the history of U. S. for-
eign aid,showing the evolution of the United States to the Idris Dynasty of Libya from the competition on the Wheelus military
base to the protection for oil interests,and the focus of aid diplomacy has also undergone the transformation from economic as-
sistance to military assistance. Containing the Soviet Union, suppressing Egypt and using military bases are the main reasons
why the United States continues to increase its assistance to Libya. Through aid diplomacy,the United States occupies Wheelus
military base and has a strategic platform to confront the Soviet Union. The development of oil industries also benefits American
oil companies. The essence of American aid diplomacy is to make the Idris Dynasty obey the overall strategy of the United
States to dominate the Middle East and suppress the booming Arab nationalism. As a result, the cold war factor was introduced
into the process of building the Libyan nation — state,, which made the army integration and regime legitimacy construction of the
Idris Dynasty fall into a dilemma and buried the monarchical regime. Historical experience shows that the intervention of super-
powers in Asian, African and Latin American countries often leads to continuous regional conflicts and deterioration of the secu-
rity situation. At the same time,it makes the original domestic problems of the intervened countries more difficult to solve.

Key words ; United States ; Libya;Idris Dynasty ; Wheelus base ;aid diplomacy
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Participation and Contribution :Safavid Iran and the Early World Trade System
GAO Juan' WANG Zezhuang
(1. School of Marxism, Shanxi Normal University, Linfen 041004 , China;

2. Center of Western Asian and Northern African Studies, Anhui University , Hefei 230039 , China)
Abstract : The period of 16th and 17th century witnessed the beginning of the rise of the world maritime trade, the initial
formation of the early world trade system and economic globalization inaugurated by the Western commercial powers. Facing the
booming but unfledged world market, Safavid Iran was making its efforts to participate and expand in it on the basis of its tradi-
tional caravan trade networks. These efforts included its seizure of the market opportunity, promotion the domestic infrastructure
(caravanserai system and port — building ) , cultivation of the advantageous industries ( raw silk, raw material processing and
silk — weaving textile,etc. ) ,and active participation in the early world trade system with highly specialized international mar-
keting strategy. Safavid Iran,thus,became the key hub and node connecting and integrating East Asia, Southeast Asia, Western
Europe , the Mediterranean and the trade circle surrounding the Indian Ocean, promoted the flow of goods and silver currency

between the East and the West,and made a unique contribution to the formation of the early world trade system.

Key words : Iran ; Safavid Dynasty ; world market;early world trade system
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