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The Western Regions Viewed in Qing—Dynasty Map

—Based on Cartographic exchanges of Qing Empire, Junggar, Russia and Europe
XI Hui-dong
(Institute of Silk Road Studies, Northwest University Xi'an, Sha'anxi 710069 )

Abstract: The Map of Complete View of Imperial Territory in series in early-Qing Dynasty, taking western earlier-modern
mapping and projection techniques by the western Jesuits, reflected the realistic conditions of the western regions. The
traditional Xinjiang Atlas compiled by Qing scholars during mid —Qing Dynasty integrated its history and reality, which
reflected the value orientation by incorporating Xinjiang into traditional Chinese annals and knowledge systems. These two
kinds of maps highlighted the political and military merits of the Qing court in unifying Xinjiang. While, the Map of Junggar
Khanate drawn by Galdan Tseren showed views of the western regions and territorial concept of Junggar Khanate and diffusion
of early modern mapping technology and territorial concept in nomadic tribes. In the maps by different mapping subjects
including Qing court, scholars of Qing Dynasty and Junggar Khanate with different positions and knowledge systems, Xinjiang
was shown in different geographical images alternating by history and reality, native land and new territory, and center and
marginal places.

Key Words: History of the Western Regions; Map of Conplete View of Imperial Territory; Map of Junggar Khanate; View

of the Western Regions
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