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The Changes and Influence of Mongolian Images in Armenian
Historians’ Writings from 13th to 14th Century

Liang Youyuan and Wang Xingang

Abstract: From the 13th century to the 14th century, Armenians in West Asia and Mongolians who expanded westward
started exchanges between different civilizations, and in Armenian historians’ writings there were two diametrically
opposed Mongolian images. The monastic historians produced a strong negative Mongolian image due to the differences
in religious beliefs and the economic exploitation of the Mongols, while the aristocratic historians shaped a positive
Mongolian image of Christianization based on the strategic consideration of the international pattern.The two images are
the product of different ways of communication between Armenians and Mongolians. They not only promote Armenians
and the Western Christian world to understand Mongolians and the East, but also improve the Western Crusader
research to a certain extent. However, the Mongolian images in the Armenian historians’ writings also strengthened the
Western self~awareness in its process of understanding the East,and strengthened the Islamic world’s hostility to the
Armenians, which indirectly led to the collapse of the Armenian kingdom.

Keywords: Armenia; Historians” Writings; Mongolian Image; Exchanges between Eastern and Western Civilizations
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