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Abstract The Turkish ethnic issue has always been an important problem influencing the
national governance of Bulgaria, and also a key issue affecting the relationship between Bulgaria
and Turkey. The changes of Bulgarian policy towards domestic Turks led to intermittent
emigrations of Turks in history. In the mid-1980s, Bulgaria’s policy forcing domestic Turks to
rename and be assimilated severely soured Turkish-Bulgarian relations and triggered one of the
largest waves of international emigration since World War II. After the end of the Cold War,
with the beginning of Bulgaria’ s accession to the European Union and the improvement of the
relationship between Bulgaria and Turkey, the policy of Bulgaria towards the domestic Turks
changed fundamentally. Since then, the status of the Turkish ethnic group in Bulgaria has been
substaintially improved and their political reconciliation has been achieved wih the majority
ethnic Bulgarians. The experience and lessons learned from Bulgaria’ s governance of the

Turkish ethnic issue provide useful insights for the resolution of similar ethnic problems.
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