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On the Interaction between the Countries and the Tribes of North
Africa during the Bronze Age: Focusing on the Contact between the
New Kingdom Egypt and Ancient Libyans

LIU Jin-hu
(Institute of Middle Eastern Studies, Northwest University, Xi’an, Shaanxi, 710127, China)

Abstract: In ancient North Africa, nations and tribes were two important forms of organization in human so-
ciety, and the interaction between them is often affected by multiple factors. Especially during the New
Kingdom period, the relationship between the ancient Egyptian state in the Nile River valley and the Libyan
tribes in the adjacent western desert, has often shown a flexible transition between the “conflict mode” and
the “coexistence mode”. In fact, the factors like natural environment, productivity development level, ide-
ology, social structure and geographical pattern, etc. , all can affect the choice of “agricultural society”
and “pastoral nomad” for choosing the interaction patterns between them. Therefore, with the help of histori-
cal documents and archaeological evidence, a comprehensive analysis of the interaction patterns and its mo-
tivations between the Egyptians and Libyans provides a valuable perspective to correctly understand the rules
of interaction between ancient states and tribes of North Africa.
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